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SUBJECT: RESTRICTIONS ON CONSULAR PERSONNEL IN ASMARA 

1 . MOFA MINISTER OF STATE ARAYA 0GB AGZY CALLED ME IN 
AFTERNOON JANUARY 27 TO INEORM ME THAT THE EPMG HAD 
DECIDED TO RESTRICT TO THE CITY LIMITS OE ASMARA THE 
EMPLOYEES AND DEPENDENTS OF 

ALL CONSULATES" LOCATED 

IN ASMARA. HE SAID THAT THIS STEP WAS BEING TAKEN EOR 
SECURITY REASONS AND WAS EXPECTED TO BE'TEMPORARY". 

HE RECOGNIZED THAT SPECIAL SITUATIONS WOULD OCCASIONALLY 
ARISE THAT WOULD REQUIRE AN EXCEPTION TO THE RESTRICTIONS 
AND SAID THAT IN SUCH CASES THE CONSULATE CONCERNED 
SHOULD REQUEST AN EXCEPTION FOR LOCAL SECURITY AUTHORITIES. 

2. I COMMENTED THAT WE HAD ALREADY BEEN CONSIDERABLY 
CONCERNED BY SECURITY CONDITIONS IN ERITREA AND THAT 
OUR CONSULAR PERSONNEL WERE ALREADY CONFINING THEIR 
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THE REASONS FOR THE NEW RESTRICTIONS BUT SOME SPECIAL 
CASES WOULD CERTAINLY ARISE IN WHICH OUR CONSULATE WOULD 
BE REQUESTING PERMISSION TO LEAVE THE CITY. FORTUNATELY 
RESTRICTIONS OF THIS NATURE IN ERITREA WOULD NOT POSE 
NEARLY AS MANY PROBLEMS FOR US AS I HAD DISCUSSED WITH 
HIM TWO DAYS EARLIER REGARDING POSSIBLE RESTRICTIONS 
ON THE MOVEMENT OF EMPASSY PERSONNEL (ADDIS 0959) 

BECAUSE OF THE LIMITED DIMENSIONS OF OUR AID PROGRAMS 
IN ERITREA. 

3. ALTHOUGH I MENTIONED KAGNEW STATION PERSONNEL IN 
THE COURSE OF MY REMARKS, ARAYA MADE NO COMMENT ON THE 
APPLICABILITY OF THE NEW RESTRICTIONS TO THEM. 

4. FOR ASMARA. AS INDICATED IN WYMAN-PERRY TELEPHONE 
CONVERSATION, YOU WILL WISH TO CLARIFY THE PROCEDURE 
TO BE FOLLOWED WITH REGARD TO OBTAINING EXCEPTIONS TO 
THESE RESTRICTIONS. ALTHOUGH THE EMBASSY CONSIDDRS 
THAT SUCH REQUESTS SHOULD BE HELD TO A MINIMUM IT ALSO 
BELIEVES THAT YOU SHOULD HAVE FREE ACCESS TO ALL 
COMPONENTS OF KAGNEW, INCLUDING OUT OF TOWN TRACTS, 

AT ANY TIME. YOU SHOULD INFORM US OF THE OUTCOME OF 
THESE DISCUSSIONS AND OF ANY FURTHER DETAILS WHICH 
EMERGE FROM THE DISCUSSIONS, INCLUDING ANY INDICATION 
THAT THE AUTHORITIES INTEND TO APPLY RESTRICTIONS TO 
KAGNEW PERSONNEL, AND THE QUESTION OF AIR TRAVEL FROM 
ASMARA TO MASSAWA. FYI. THE MOFA HAS AGREED TO EXEMPT 
THE BRITISH HONORARY CONSUL FROM THE NEW REQUIREMENT 
BECAUSE OF HIS "HONORARY" STATUS AND THE FACT THAT HE 
IS A BUSINESSMAN WITH INTERESTS WHICH REQUIRE HIM TO 
TRAVEL. 

5. COMMENT. WE BELIEVE THE NEW RESTRICTIONS REFLECT 
THE EPMG'S BELIEF THAT SERIOUS HOSTILITIES MAY SOON 
BREAK OUT IN ERITREA. 

WYMAN 
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